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Accayanti ahoratta, jivitam uparujjhati;
Ayu khiyati maccanam, kunnadinamva odaka.
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The days and nights go flying by,
Life comes to a stop.

The lifespan of mortals is depleted
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Examination of Variant Readings in Collation
Notes from the “Ming” Tripitaka, found in the
Taisho Tripitaka:

Examples Enumerated Majorly from Ahan

Jings and Faju Jings

Ken Su
Independent Buddhist Researcher

Abstract

Among “collating notes” in the Taisho Tripitaka, there are quite a few variant
readings denoted by “Ming” (FH), which means they are from the Ming Tripitaka.
In this context, “Ming” specifically refers to Jiaxing Tripitaka, which is one of
several “Ming” editions.

This article examines variant readings marked as “Ming” found largely in the
Ahan Jings and Faju Jings, and they are classified into the following four
categories:

1. Inconsistency between the variant readings marked as “Ming” and those found
in the extant Jiaxing Tripitaka.

2. Variant readings from the extant Jiaxing Tripitaka are proper compared to the
counterparts shown in the 7aisho Tripitaka.

3. Variant readings from the extant Jiaxing Tripitaka are apparently wrong
readings.

4. Both variant readings from the extant Jiaxing Tripitaka and its counterparts
shown in the Taisho Tripitaka are wrong.

The Jiaxing Tripitaka was a private-funded tripitaka, and its funding and team for
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the whole production process cannot compare with the level achieved by the
state-funded team of an official tripitaka. Examining the variant readings, this
paper reveals that the variant readings marked as “Ming” offer interesting insights
including preservation of correct readings from the “original” script, errors by
scribes or engravers, and some areas that are difficult to judge. This paper shows
that “collating notes” of the Taisho Tripitaka does not always comply with the
differences in the variant readings, which indicates that there is a need to
doublecheck the extant tripitaka instead of simply adopting what is presented in
the “collating notes” of the Taisho Tripitaka.

In conclusion, simply enumerating variant readings out of other extant tripitaka
offers little benefit. Reliable and systematic methods to judge, analyze and choose
the most suitable variant reading should be applied. By means of these systematic
methods, with their Pali and/or Sanskrit parallels, this paper also explores the
possible causes of these variant readings.

This paper also concludes that there are both pitfalls and advantages in the extant
Jiaxing Tripitaka, and it is not proper to exaggerate its value or underestimate its
disadvantages.

Keywords: Jiaxing Tripitaka, “Collating notes” of the Taisho Tripitaka,
Determination of variant readings, Textual criticism of Chinese Buddhist texts
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